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Assembly 
january 21, 2000 
Our Founders 
The annual observance of 
Founders Day honors the founders of 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine: 
Oscar John Snyder, DO and 
Mason Wiley Pressly, DO. 
Dr. Synder, who "put the cause of 
osteopathic medicine above personal considerations," 
was the College's first president. 
He remained with PCOM for 42 years as an adviser 
and member of the board of trustees. 
Dr. Snyder was instrumental in obtaining the 
Commonwealth's legal recognition of the 
College and the osteopathic profession through 
establishing the high standards of 
osteopathic medical education. 
Dr. Pressly, a Presbyterian minister 
and well-known orator, was PCOM's first teacher. 
He remained on the faculty until1904, 
teaching physiology, the philosophy and 
principles of osteopathy, hygiene and dietetics. 
He was PCOM's first secretary and 
treasurer, and the de facto dean until 1902. 
Dr. Pressly founded The Philadelphia journal of Osteopathy 
to promote osteopathic medicine in 
Philadelphia and wrote the AON.s first constitution. 
PROGRAM 
Welcome 
Kenneth J. Veit, DO, '76 
Dean 
Invocation 
Pat C. DiTommaso, DO, '80 
1999 President, Alumni Association 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
Carol L. Henwood-Dahdah, DO, '83 
2000 President, Alumni Association 
Introductions 
Kenneth J. Veit, DO, '76 
Introduction of the 
Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal Recipient* 
Heather Markovitz, PCOM '0 1 
Student Council President 
Alison Le~ PCOM '00 
Introduction of the 
O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient* 
Kenneth J. Veit, DO, '76 
Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO 
Class of 1959 
Benediction 
Galen S. Young Sr., DO, '35 
Chancellor 
*Founders Day Memorial Medals will be presented 
at the Alumni Homecoming Dinner Dance june 10, 2000 
Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO 
Class of 1959 
Saying that this year's O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal 
recipient is dedicated to PCOM is an understatement. 
PCOM President Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO, '59 has 
devoted the last 39 years of his life to the College he holds 
dear. As a student, professor and administrator, Dr. 
Finkelstein has contributed to PCOM in spades. 
Dr. Finkelstein, who has served as PCOM president 
and CEO since 1990, started his long association with the 
College in 19 55, when he entered as a freshman. He chose 
PCOM (then PCO) because osteopathic manipulative 
medicine (OMM) was the only thing able to help his knee 
injured playing baseball in high school. That experience led to his belief that 
osteopathic medicine was the superior medical profession. 
Before entering PCO, he had followed in the footsteps of his father, a pharma-
cist, and earned a degree in pharmacy. But his dream was to be a doctor, so he 
entered PCO soon after graduating from Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and 
Science. 
At PCO, he was greatly influenced by professors such as Angus Cathie, DO, 
Edwin Cressman, DO and Arthur Flack, DO, to name a few. "They gave the stu-
dents such pride in themselves and in the osteopathic medical profession." 
Mter graduating from PCO, Dr. Finkelstein served an internship at Zieger 
Osteopathic Hospital in Detroit. On his first assignment, obstetrics, it was bap-
tism by fire: he delivered 10 babies in 13 hours. But after a surgical rotation he 
discovered surgery was his calling, and he chose urology as his surgical specialty. 
"Urological surgery involves some of the most difficult surgical procedures, and I 
liked that challenge," recalls Dr. Finkelstein. "I also liked the fact that it involves a 
great deal of medicine." He served a general surgery residency at Zieger, then a res-
idency in urologic surgery at the Hospital of PCO. 
Dr. Finkelstein went into practice with a senior associate in West Philadelphia 
and soon started a lifelong love: teaching. He began at PCO as a clinical associate 
in 1963. In 1970, his teaching skills were recognized when he received the presti-
gious "Lindback Foundation Award for Distinguished Teaching." He soon was 
appointed PCOM chairman, division of urology, a position he held for 23 years, 
until1993. 
During his tenure at the College he established a urology residency program, 
which became the model for PCOM's other residency programs. He's also proud 
of spearheading the system of off-campus clerkships, giving students a better vari-
ety of clinical exposure. 
Dr. Finkelstein's accomplishments as PCOM's president and chief executive 
officer are numerous. He has led the College through a period of unprecedented 
growth, financially, academically and even physically. When he took the helm in 
1990, he helped orchestrate a dramatic financial turnaround of the College. Under 
his leadership, PCOM expanded into new academic areas, adding programs in 
biomedical sciences, psychology and physician assistant studies. 
Throughout his presidency he has stressed curriculum enhancements and schol-
arly activity among faculty and students. In fact, the number of sponsored research 
projects has hit an all-time high and the graduate medical education (GME) pro-
gram has expanded significantly. Graduates now have more than 600 slots to 
choose from for their internships and residencies. In addition, he oversaw an 
ambitious master facilities plan, which was begun in 1990, that resulted in a more 
modern, attractive campus. 
Although the demands of being a medical school president are great, Dr. 
Finkelstein couldn't fathom giving up teaching. He can still be found in the class-
rooms and lecture halls, teaching second-year DO and physician assistant students. 
He also participates in weekly intern and resident conferences, and assists with 
their research and publication activities. 
In addition to his many responsibilities at PCOM, Dr. Finkelstein has been 
actively involved in the profession for many years. He was president of the 
Pennsylvania Osteopathic Medical Association (POMA) and recently resigned 
after serving 16 years as POMA journal editor. For his many accomplishments as 
editor, POMA named him editor emeritus. 
He also served as chairman of the American Association of Colleges of 
Osteopathic Medicine (AACOM), where he worked on building credibility for the 
osteopathic medical profession. And last year, he received a "Presidential Citation" 
from the American Osteopathic Association for his commitment to unity within 
the profession. He is a life member of the American College of Osteopathic 
Surgeons and a board member of the American Osteopathic Foundation. 
The awards don't stop there. He also received a "Mentor Award" from PCOM's 
Student National Medical Association for serving as a positive role model for stu-
dent doctors. 
He was a positive role model for three students in particular: his children, Larry 
and Lisa, both class of '87, and Robert, class of '90. Dr. Finkelstein and his wife, 
Marylyn are extremely proud of their children, as well as their four grandchildren. 
Although Dr. Finkelstein will retire as president in June 2000, he will continue 
teaching and serving on the board of trustees. "I want PCOM graduates to f~el 
good about themselves and what they represent," he notes. "I will continue using 
my energy to be an advocate for them." He looks forward to developing some 
visual teaching tools using the thousands of photographs he has taken on rounds 
and in the operating room. 
To honor his leadership and 39-year commitment to the College, as well as his 
dedication to strengthening the osteopathic medical profession, PCOM is proud 
to present its highest award, the 0.]. Snyder Memorial Medal, to Leonard H. 
Finkelstein, DO. 
Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO 
Class of 1959, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Selected Curriculum Vitae 
Professional Activities 
PCOM President and Chief Executive Officer, 1990 - present 
Chairman and Professor, Division of Urology, PCOM, 1970-1993 
Chairman, American Association of Colleges of Osteopathic Medicine, 
1997-1999 
Fellow, Institute for Applied Laser Surgery, 1992 
Fellow, College of Physicians of Philadelphia, 1987 
Fellow, American Society for Laser Medicine and Surgery, 1987 
Fellow, American College of Osteopathic Surgeons, 1985 
President, Pennsylvania Osteopathic Medical Association, 1983-84 
Clinical Associate, Urology, PCOM, 1963-1970 
Diplomat, Urologic Surgery, American Board of Osteopathic Surgery, 
1969 
Master of Science, Urologic Surgery, PCOM, 1963 
Awards 
Presidential Citation, American Osteopathic Association, 1999 
Editor Emeritus, Pennsylvania Osteopathic Medical Association, 1999 
Certificate of Honor, PCOM Alumni Association, 1999 
Mentor Award, PCOM Student National Medical Association, 1997 
Distinguished Osteopathic Surgeon Award, American College of 
Osteopathic Surgeons, 1992 
George W Northup, DO Distinguished Service Award, Student 
Osteopathic Medical Association, 1990 
Editor-in-Chief Award, Pennsylvania Osteopathic Medical Association, 
1990 
Editorial Award for Outstanding Literary Achievement in the Field of 
Urology, Urologic Section, American College of Osteopathic Surgeons, 
1985 
Distinguished Achievement Award, PCOM Survivors' Club, 1985 
Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching, PCOM, 1970 
The Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal 
Alison Leff 
Class of 2000 
The recipient of the second Mason W Pressly Memorial Medal is a student 
who has lead the way for PCOM students on numerous social and political 
issues. For the past six years, Alison Leff has had a huge impact at PCOM 
through her volunteer efforts in community service, women's health, grass 
roots activism and even in the Arts. 
Alison began at PCOM in 1994 as a graduate student in the Master of 
Biomedical Science program. She soon was getting involved in the students' 
annual Thanksgiving community outreach, assembling and delivering food 
baskets to needy families. Upon entering the DO program, she immediately 
helped resurrect the College's chapter of the American Medical Women's 
Association (AMWA). As chapter president for two years, she started a student 
newsletter on women's health issues and organized a breast cancer information 
and mammogram sign-up program at a local supermarket. 
After being elected as a Student Council representative, Alison became chair-
person of Student Council's Political Action Committee. Here, she worked on 
grass roots efforts such as conducting voter registration drives and publishing 
House and Senate voting records on issues important to students. 
Also a member of PCOM's chapter of Physicians for Social Responsibility, 
Alison helped organize campus conferences on domestic violence for all 
Philadelphia medical students. She also has been active in one of PCOM stu-
dents' largest community outreach efforts: the annual health fair for high 
school students at West Philadelphia High School. 
In 1999, she was a semi-finalist in the US Department of Health and Human 
Services "Secretary's Award for Innovations in Health Promotion and Disease 
Prevention." Her project was a program to address adolescent girls' sexual risk 
behaviors. 
In addition, Alison spearheaded a unique literary project that enriched the 
College community. She single-handedly solicited submissions and published 
Aesculpius, a collection of stories and poems by medical students to provide a 
creative outlet illustrating the art of medicine. 
To honor her countless efforts and enthusiasm in effecting change, the College 
proudly presents Alison Leff, PCOM '00 with the Mason W Pressly Memorial 
Medal. 
Recipients of the 0. J. Snyder Memorial Medal 
The 0 .J. Snyder Memorial Medal, presented in memory of the 
co-founder of Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, 
is awarded in recognition of leadership and service to the 
osteopathic profession and to the College. 
* 1953 DavidS. B. Pennock, MD, DO 
* 1954 Margaret H . Jones, DO 
* 1955 Chester D. Swope, DO 
* 1956 Russell C. McCaughan, DO 
* 1958 Phil R. Russell, DO 
* 1959 Ira W Drew, DO, '11 
* 1960 C. Paul Snyder, DO, '1 0 
* 1961 James M. Eaton, DO, '28 
* 1962 J. Ernest Leuzinger, DO, '24 
* 1963 H. Walter Evans, DO, '17 
* 1964 Paul T. Lloyd, DO, '23 
* 1966 Angus G. Cathie, DO, '31 
* 1967 Carlton Street, DO, '24 
* 1968 Edwin H. Cressman, DO, '26 
* 1969 Edgar 0. Holden, DO, '22 
* 1970 Frederic H. Barth, 
BS, LLD (hon.) 
* 1971 Joseph F. Py, DO, '26 
* 1972 George W Northup, DO, '39 
* 1973 William F. Daiber, DO, '28 
* 197 4 Herman Kohn, DO, '27 
* 1975 WilliamS. Spaeth, DO, '25 
* 1976 Mortimer J. Sullivan, DO, '21 
* 1977 A. Aline Swift, DO, '34 
* 1978 Foster C. True, DO, '22 
* 1979 Frank E. Gruber, DO, '26 
* 1980 Leo C. Wagner, DO, '26 
* 1981 R. MacFarlane Tilley, DO, '23 
1982 M. Carman Pettapiece, DO, '32 
* 1983 George H. Guest, DO, '36 
* 1984 Thomas M. Rowland, Jr., 
BS, LLD (hon.), DSc (hon.) 
1985 Galen S. Young, Sr., DO, '35 
* 1986 David Heilig, DO, '44 
* 1987 W Kenneth Riland, DO, '36 
1988 RichardS. Koch, DO, '38 
1989 Ruth E. Purdy, DO, '50 
1990 Morton E. Terry, DO, '45 
1991 Arnold Gerber, DO, '40 
* 1992 Emanuel Fliegelman, DO, '42 
1993 Robert L. Meals, DO, '56 
1994 Fairman L. Denlinger, DO, '53 
* 1995 Lester Eisenberg, DO, '38 
1996 Albert F. D'Alonzo, DO, '56 
* 1997 Frieda 0. Vickers, DO, '39 
1998 Robert M. Fogel, DO, '58 
1999 Nicholas C. Pedano, DO, '61 
2000 Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO, '59 
* Deceased 
